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Los Angeles jail picketed in conscription 


| 2,000 teenagers applaud High 
Commissioner’s 


wife as she speaks of 


MORAL 


COURAGE TO 


DISARM 


From Ted Berrow 

WO THOUSAND scholars and 
students grappled with the world’s 
problems at the “ Citizens of Tomorrow ” 
conference held at Central Hall, London, 
December 27 to 30. The question of uni- 
lateral disarmament and pacifism was 
among those which provoked considerable 


interest. 


“What would be the effect on other nations 
if Britain were to disarm completely?” a 
student asked the attractive Begum Shaista 
Ikramullah, wife of the High Commissioner 
for Pakistan. 

She replied, thoughtfully and  spon- 
taneously, “It would be an act of great 
courage and faith. No nation in history haa 
ever had the faith to do that.” 

She then referred to changes from the 
British Empire toward a Commonwealth of 
Nations, implying that that change might be 
followed by further and more radical changes, 
as unilateral disarmament. 

“If the peoples of Great Britain ever reach 
the level of moral courage to disarm, I think 
the effect would be terrific !” 

An enthusiastic resounding applause fol- 


protest 
From DAVID McREYNOLDS 


THE Los Angeles County Jail. Califor-| Abundance can be crea 


nia, was picketed on December 10 by 
'wenty Americans demanding freedom for 
€t Davidson, who began his three year 
Sentence on December 5 for refusing 
Military service. 


_ The demonstration was sponsored by the 
Los Angeles Socialist Party, supported by 
Pacifist; and members of the Independent 
Socialist League. Over 1,000 leafiets were dis- 
tributed. Two young men, just discharged 
trom the Army, on learning about the case 
JOined the demonstration. 


Judge Westover had turned down a request 
trom J. B. Tietz, attorney for the defence, that 
Probation be granted since Davidson was 
already engaged in work of public importance 
In the State Hospital at Berkeley, California. 

his request had been made following the 
Secand refusal of the Supreme Court to review 
he case, reported in Peace News last week. 


Must believe in “Supreme Being ” 


Judge Westover’s action ended a three year 
legal struggle which had won national support 
Tom pacifists and socialists, including A. J. 
Muste and Norman Thomas. 


The crucial point in the Davidson case 
was the requirement of the US conscription 
law that conscientious objectors must believe 
in a “Supreme Being” to be given legal 
exemption. Davidson, an agnostic, charged 
that the law was a violation of the separa- 
tion of church and state and discriminated 
against political, humanitarian and_philo- 
Sophical objectors. 

Los Angeles Socialists have asked that con- 
Cerned individuals and organisations write to 
Udge Westover, Federal Building, Los Angeles, 
alifornia, urging that the three year sentence 
be reduced to the time served and that David- 
Son be released on ,probation. Such letters 
Must be received by February 5. Appeals are 
also being made to President Eisenhower to 
8rant a pardon. 

There have been three members of the 
Socialist Party arrested since 1953. Davidson, 
4 Socialist leader in California, is the first 
Member to be imprisoned for refusing military 
Conscription. Two other young Socialists were 


also arrested for refusing to be conscripted. 
SSAA AANA ANANDA AAA AE AAA AA, 


By OLWEN 


THE DAWN OF A\NEW HOPE 


ted for hungry millions 


BATTERSBY 


“ This century will be known, not as the atomic age, but as the age when 
for the first time since the dawn of history man has dared to hope that the 
benefits of civilisation will have been employed to assist mankind the world 


over.” 


"HE 2,000 “ Citizens of Tomorrow ” having earlier listened to some of the grimmest facts 
of the world today, burst into overwhelming applause at these words from Mr. J. H. 
Anderson, Director, Eastern Province, Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. He was speaking 


on “Man Against Poverty” at last 
Thursday’s session of the conference. 


“Tam speaking ” he said “of that 
unimaginable poverty, where four out 
of five never earn the equivalent of 
10s. a week, where man is poor in 
science and ignorant of technical 
skills, with no protection against the 
most horrible forms of disease, no 
opportunity to reach to the full 
dignity of a human being, no hope to 
live his own life or raise his standard 
of living—where three out of four 
drag out their short unhappy lives 
within the four walls of Hunger, 
Disease, Poverty and Ignorance. 


‘Holding on to life 
a little longer” 


“ There are in the world today ” he 
continued ‘26,000 more people than 
when you went to bed last night ; 
when you go to bed tonight they will 
have been joined by yet another 
52,000, The birth-rate is rising fastest 
where the food is shortest. Every- 
where people are holding on to life 
a little longer; there are 30 million 
more folk in the world every year. 


During the last war, he pointed out, a 
tremendous increase took place in the food 
production of the Western world—where men 
were already well-fed. And so the gap widened 
between the well-fed West and the rickety, 
under-nourished folk on the other side. 

Two out of three who lived on that other 
side would be hungry, 20 out of every 100 
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BAN ALL ARMS TO MIDDLE 
EAST-says Frank Allaun MP 


HE anonymous Liverpool docker who re- 
vealed the shipment of arms to Egypt has 


= 


“one a valuable job, What sickening 
Nypocrisy he has exposed! The British 
Government,. which has been protesting 


Yociferously against the recent sale of arms 
soe Czechoslovakia to Egypt, has been per- 
nutting it all the time itself, (And don’t let 
S forget the millions of pounds worth of 
onmPire jet planes and other arms Britain is 
Penly sending cach year to Jordan.) 
te otty’s Manchester Guardian (Jan. 3) tries 
~ convince us that the arms for Egypt aren’t 
Th Beet anyway. Pardon my scepticism ! 
the oe Ptian_ Army Chiefs aren’t fools. If 
Teno as are of no use, immediately or after 
irs, why on earth are they being bought ? 
Labour Opposition Is absolutely right 


in demanding an immediate ban on these ex- 
ports (which are continuing night and day) 
and the early recall of Parliament. 

Meanwhile the tension between Israel and 
Egypt grows. It is just another result of the 
clash between Russia and America (with 
which Britain is wrongly tied up). Macmillan 
engineered the Bagdad Pact as 4 threat to 
southern Russian frontiers. So the Soviets 
sold arms to Egypt to keep her out of it. 

This clash in the Middle East could lead 
to World War Ill. It must be ended. The 
British, French, American, and Russian 
Governments should confer right away to pre- 
vent an outbreak. 

There should be a ban by all Powers on the 
sending of arms to any country in the Middle 


East, 


Photo: News Chronicle 


RITCHIE CALDER 


THERE NEVER WAS ATOM 


SECRECY 


Peace News Reporter 


TT is lend-lease, and lend-lease in reverse.” 
4 That was how Ritchie Calder described 
help to the under-developed countries, when 
speaking on the subject “Men against 
Jgnorance ” at the “ Citizens of Tomorrow ” 
conference last week, 

There must never be “ we” and “ they,” but 
always “us” he added. 

Western man could give to the under- 
developed countries knowledge and _ technical 
skill; but he could apply that knowledge and 
skill only by borrowing experience from the 
peoples themselves. Only an Eskimo could tell 
Western man where to put ventilation with 
safety in an Eskimo home; only an Indian 
could break down the Hindu reluctance to 
Z acquiesce in the death of a mosquito. 

“Western man can give scientific knowledge 
in exchange for something which I am afraid 
the West has lost: and that is wisdom,” he 
said. “Science is not wisdom. Wisdom is 
science and knowledge to which judgment has 
been applied, and with which we have selected 
the things that are really worth while.” 

Speaking of atomic knowledge. and the fate 
of spies, he said “there really, never, ever, was 
a secret.” At the “Atoms for Peace” con- 
ference at Geneva it had been shown that 
Z several groups on both sides had ‘reached the 
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ON THE 
PEACE-PATH 


JOSS 


** Our dictionary lists ‘ peace’ as vulgar term for 
a period between wars.” 


lowed that statement. 
She called for an end to political expediency 
in the United Nations and a new moral 


approach to the world’s problems. She had 
urged the end of war, and blamed the power 
struggle for the troubles of the UN. She 
praised the work of the UN Trusteeship 
Council, UNESCO and UNICEF. 

Criticising the Western powers for sub- 
ordinating moral principles and human need 
to methods of fighting Communism she de- 
clared: “ You cannot fight Communism with 
dollars and guns. You have to fight it with a 
better idea.” 

The speaker was frank in her criticisms of 
both East and West despite her country being 
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FORECAST 
FOR 1956 | 


By TOM WARDLE 
LMOST unnoticed, 1955 ended with 
one of the most significant develop- 
ments since the war. 


The United Nations ceased to be a cosy 
little get-together of the co-belligerents of 
World War ‘Two, it became, sixteen times over, 
a more universal parliament, more genuinely 
a world forum. 

To whom particularly must the credit for 
this go? 

To “the nations between.” 

Behind the scenes, in front of the scenes, 
for years countries like India and Burma have 
been pressing for the inclusion of more states 
to full membership of the UN, holding that 
by this means it would become more of a 
sincere expression of world opinion, more cap- 
able and competent to act intelligently and 
impartially on international problems. 

This is the latest in an unbroken series of 
international successes for peace that have 
been scored by the ‘ backward” nations of 
S-E Asia in the last few years. 1956 could do 
with a bit more backwardness of that sort. 

The Powers of East and West have not 
conceded to this demand out of a passion for 
world democracy or a love of justice. 


The effect of neutrals 


They have done so because the growing 
influence of the neutralist states have com- 
pelled them. 

Both the Soviet bloc and the US bloc now 
realise that it is in the minds and on the soil 
of the peoples of Asia and Africa that the 
cold war must be fought out. 

Global nuclear war may be ruled out (at 
least under circumstances of sanity), but the 
cold war has not ended. ‘Competitive co- 
existence” and other such charmingly 
bureaucratic terms mask the brutal reality of 
a war which is no less vicious because it is 
not fought with firearms. 

One thing the Powers have not reckoned 
with exists however—and it provides the only 
strong hope for a solid-based peace philosophy 
emerging in our time. It is the fact that the 
peoples who are being used as pawns in the 
power game—the Indians, the Arabs, the 
Africans-—refuse to be pawns. 

They have ideas of their own, and some of 
them see that this very competition between 
the two warring sections of the world may be 
turned to good effect. 

They have used their influence to bring 
wars to an end, in Korea and Indo-China. 
They have shaken the colonial powers by 
their pressure over South Africa and Algeria 
and Cyprus ; they have encouraged competi- 
tion between East und West in the provision 
of equipment and goods to their needy areas 
and they have rallied world opinion on H- 
bomb teste. 

All this activity has two main origins. 

First, the fact that these nations have had 
no choice; they all need peace in which to 
develop, none of them could possibly benefit 
from a war between the Powers, and they are 
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Editorial and Publishing office. 
3 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4 
Tel.: STAmford Hil] 2262 


TOO 


HERE was a moving article 

by Father Trevor Huddle- 

ston on Christmas in Africa in 
the Observer on December 25. 


He points out that the significance 
of the day for Christians is “ that 
God has become man,” and “has 
shared human life in its fullness,” and 
therefore, “cach individual person 
has received a dignity and a value 
that are literally infinite.” 

He goes on to contrast this with 
conditions in South Africa, pointing 
out that there are white people who 
believe they are Christians, and there- 
fore accept the worth of the indi- 
vidual, who nevertheless refuse (to 
worship with black people whom they 
also believe to be Christians. The 
two groups therefore meet before 
separate altars. 

Father Huddleston then remarks 
that men of goodwill, seek refuge 
only too readily in the question: 
“But what can I do about it? The 
thing is too big for me.” 

That is the same objection the 
pacifist so often hears. It may be 
worthwhile to consider it in this first 
issue of Peace News for 1956, 


The circumstances in South Africa 
and Britain are very different. But 
this same objection is made both to 
justify a passive acquiescence to the 
evil policies of the Strydom Govern- 
ment and to excuse acquiescence in 
the surrender of the democratic right 
of choice brought about by the bi- 
partisan political conspiracy that has 
in the last decade deprived the clec- 
torate of power over every important 
issue. 


Equally in both cases acquiescence 
means an abdication of man’s moral 
responsibility. 

While in South Africa the political 
situation is essentially the same as 
that which we in Britain face (that 
of two ostensibly opposed parties 
carefully excluding the main moral 
issues facing the community from 
being pronounced upon), the way in 
which the average white man of good 
will there can assert himself is at 
once more simple and more difficult. 

He can insist on treating a black 
man as an essentially equal human 
being and thus assert his moral will 
against the desire of the state powers 
to suppress it. But there it requires 
great courage to do this, Consistent 
action in South Africa is only pos- 
sible for men of heroic stature. We 
in this country who can see what 
could be done by white people of 
good will to break the evil policies 
of the Strydom Government do not 
know whether we could make the 
sacrifice required to do that. We 
have not been tested and therefore 
we do not feel morally entitled to 
point the way for those who have 
to live in that tragic land, 


* 


Bet this moral difficulty does not 
exist for those who wish to wit- 
ness against the acceptance of evil 


Dame Kathleen 


ATHLEEN LONSDALE is the 

second Peace Pledge Union Spon- 
sor to become a Dame Commander 
Order of the British Empire, although 
the other holder of the title, Dame 
Sybil Thorndike, was created a DBE 
in 1931, three years before the found- 
ing of the PPU. 


Announcing the New Year Honours, 
the Daily Telegraph referred to Prof. 
Lonsdale as ‘Britain’s top atom 
woman "—a gross inaccuracy. She is 
head of the Department of Crystallo- 
graphy at University College, London 
University and has always made it 
clear that her work is not connected 
with atomic weapons (the. public 
rightly assumes that Britain’s ‘top 
atom’ anything is cornered for 
atomic weapons, not for civil use). 


.Word they could not use 


HE DAILY HERALD told its 

readers: “She is a Quaker who 

says: ‘I stand for universal and com- 
plete disarmament.’ ” 


They should, of course, have said 
“‘unilateral disarmament,” but that 
hrase is probably on the Herald’s 
lack list. 

The News Chronicle reported: 
“Professor Kathleen Lonsdale is 
proud of the fact that she went to 


“As a Quaker and pacifist she 
refused in 1943 to register for fire- 
watching. She in fact did her stint of 
fire-watching as a volunteer, but 
refused to register because the Act 
had no conscience clause. 


“ She was fined, refused to pay, and 
went to Holloway for-a month.” 
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From the Editor’s Notebook 


130 Brattle St. 


BIG? 


brought us by the policy of British 
political bi-partisanship, 

Every major decision that has 
governed this country’s policy for the 
past decade has been taken without 
any reference of the issues involved 
to the people. 

US bases were established here 
without consultation of the elec- 
torate. 

Manufacture of the A-bomb was 
begun by Mr, Attlee’s Govern- 
ment without even Parliament be- 
ing consulted or informed. 

This country’s tie-up with the 
ever-growing network of military 
pacts is not a matter that has ever 
formed part of a contested policy 
at elections. 

Similarly the manufacture and 
testing of the HIi-bomb has been 
decided upon without any consul- 
tation of the people, 


In all these matters the British 
people have no more power than the 
people of Russia and Eastern Europe. 


The implementation of these poli- 
cies, however, does not require such 
direct participation by the average 
man as does the policy of apartheid. 
The man who knows that under no 
circumstances could he feel morally 
justified in committing another 
Hiroshima, let alone in becoming 
responsible for vastly greater human 
destructicn by the H-bomb, is under 
no legal or social compulsion to him- 
self to become one of the assistants of 
Sir William Penney, Director of 
Atomic Weapons Research, 


* 


TT is not, therefore, upon our 

couraze that the call is made if 
we do not wish to abdicate as re- 
sponsible human beings before the 
increasing usurpations of centralised 
state power, 


Our greater difficulty lies in finding 
ways in which to assert the individual 
right to and power of moral choice 
against a form of politics that seeks 
to deny these. 

There is no adequate single way to 
do this. We have to avail ourselves 
of a variety of means, wherever they 
may appear. 

Let pacifists keep in mind during 
the coming year that they are in the 
vanguard in the assertion of man’s 
moral responsibility. And let them 
be constantly looking for means of 
bringing to the fore the great moral 
issues that politicians would smother. 


Two 


PPEACE NEWS reported last week 
the verdict in the case of 27 
pacifists arrested last June 15 for 
refusal on grounds of religion and 
conscience to take part in a New 
York Civil Defence Drill. 
Magistrate Bushel found us guilty on 
December 22 of having violated the 
New York State Emergency Civil 
Defence Act in refusing to “take 
shelter’ when ordered, and then sus- 
pended sentence altogether without 


It’s a boy! 


RM OST of Kathleen  Lonsdale’s 

friends were expecting news of a 
different kind. Telephone calls which 
commenced ‘Have you heard... .” 
brought the quick response “Is she a 
grandmother?” 


As we go to press I learn that she 
is, It’s a boy—born on Sunday. 
No time to think 

about future 


WHEN G. A. Pargiter, MP (Lab., 

Southall) drew attention in the 
Commons on December 1 to a 
Motion on the H-bomb tests, Sir 
Anthony Eden dismissed it with the 
sort of “ feet-dragging” statement 
which is daily becoming more and 
more annoying. 


The Prime Minister answered, 
“ That is a matter for the Leader of 
the House, but I think that we have 
no more time available before 
Christmas to debate that Motion.” 

The Motion, signed by Mr, Pargiter 
and others, read: 


“That this House deeply regrets the 
continued testing of atomic and 
hydrogen bombs by the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics and the 
United States of America; believes 
that the deterrent effect of these 
weapons is disproportionate to the 


‘risks involved and further that the 


tests may be in themselves a danger 
to the human race; and requests Her 
Majesty’s Government, therefore, to 
undertake not to proceed with these 
tests and to ask the Governments of 
the United States of America and the 


Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 


to act in a like manner.” 


IN PERSPECTIVE . 


“TIXHE key to the recent cam- 

paign in which the 
Imam of Oman was divested of 
his authority in the mountainous 
interior, is Fahud in the Omani 
desert, where British oil explorers 
are hoping to find valuable de- 
posits.” 


Thus The Times’ caption to its 
pictures of December 29. : 


Rarely has the commercial basis of 
imperialism appeared more naked as 
in The Times’ description of the 
triumph of the Sultan of Oman over 
the Imam. 


The Foreign Office discreetly des- 
cribed the incident as being entirely 
outside its concern and “in essence 
a policing action within the territory 
of the Sultan of Oman.” 

The Times has no such inhibitions. 
“The Sultan,” it says, “with the 
encouragement of the British govern- 
ment has therefore ordered his forces 
to destroy the power of the Imam.” 


Rival companies 


GINCE 1913, when they revolted 

against him, the Sultan’ has 
granted the tribes in this area virtual 
autonomy. Recently, however, local 
rivalry has been intense between the 
Sultan (backed by the Iraq Petroleum 
Company) and the ruler of Saudi 
Arabia (backed by the Arab American 
Oil Company). 

Consequently, when the Imam 
showed signs of giving his allegiance 
to the latter, the Sultan decided to act. 

He is, The Times says, ‘a far- 
sighted and much respected ruler (who 
with luck will soon be one of the 
richest men in the world) . . . (and) 
is in no mood to encourage any nib- 
bling at his sovercignty.” 

Thus, in this petty action, in a for- 
gotten corner of the world, the capi- 
talist unashamedly moved the flag 
forward. No doubt the half a million 
inhabitants of the Sultanate will in 
the end be better off but (again The 
Times correspondent) “the chief 
immediate beneficiaries will be the 
Iraq Petroleum Company.” 

The Arab world will undoubtedly 
take note that the unity which the 
West unctuously urges upon the 
Middle East appears sometimes to be 
a curiously shopworn article. 


Why 1958 ? 


CCORDING to the Manchester 
Guardian’s preview of the Gov- 
ernment’s annual statement = on 
“ Defence,” tentative plans have been 
made to drop National Service by 
1958. 
Naturally, all those who have 
opposed conscription will be glad to 


freedoms that must be won 


LETTER FROM USA 
by A. J. Muste 


even indicating what the sentence 
might have been which he was 
* suspending.” 

Thus we are all free, except for the 
conviction—not, however, for a 
felony—standing against us. There 
are two observations I should like to 
make now. 

In the first place, the verdict was 
“ideal,” if such an adjective may be 
used in this context, from the point 
of view of the defendants and the 
cause to which we are devoted. 

On the one hand, no one has been 
subjected to a jail sentence or a 
fine, which would have been equiva- 
lent to a jail sentence for a number 
of the defendants who would have 
refused to pay. 

On the other hand, an acquittal 
would have deprived us of the 
Opportunity to appeal and thus raise 
constitutional issues. We never 
expected, naturally, that the Magis- 
trate himself would find the Act 
unconstitutional, putting it up to the 
Prosecution to appeal against his 
decision. 


Freedom of Censcience, too 

As it is, the Defence Committee is 
meeting in a day or two to discuss 
the appeal strategy, our attorncy 
having notified the Magistrate at the 
time of our conviction of our inten- 
tion to appeal. 

Secondly, for some reason not im- 
mediately clear, the Magistrate 
stressed the fact that although a con- 
siderable number of the defendants 
acted from religious motives which 
he “respected,” some had insisted 
on making it clear that their motives 
were not “religious.” 

His voice was solemn as he read from 

the testimony of Ralph Di Gia, one 

of the secretaries of the War 

Resisters’ League, clearly stating that 
he disclaimed religious sanction for 
his convictions and his protest on 
June 15. 

The fact that the Magistrate raised 
this issue as to whether conscience 
which does not claim religious 
sanction has only second rate stand- 
ing, if any, in American courts is 
fortunate in a way. 


Desert oil 
The call-up 
Foreign Policy 
Algerian Atrocity 


see it ended, but the answer to the 
question, “Why wait «ll 1958?” 
emphasises the fact that although the 
Government would be doing the right 
thing, it would be from the wrong 
reason. 

They will drop conscription not 
because they have recognised that it 
is morally indefensible in a demo- 
cratic society and a denial of funda- 
mental human rights, but because of 
a revised technique of “ Defence” in 
which emphasis is laid on the need 
of instant readiness, which in turn 
demands a priority for atomic 
weapons and rapid troop movements 
by air. 

The preference for a wholly Regu- 
lar Service will bring better pay and 
conditions intended to _ stimulate 
recruiting. 


No change 


NO change of “ Defence” policy is 
+‘ foreshadowed, and the Govern- 
ment still intends to base its foreign 
policy on adapting the British Army 
to the pace of hydrogen warfare and 
thus accelerate still further the race 
in atomic arms. 

While, therefore, it will be all to 
the good when our young men are no 
longer compelled to leam how to 
destroy their fellow-men and undergo 
the serious break in normal life, the 
Government are still leaving them and 
their elders under the dire threat of 
destruction. 


This threat can only be removed if 
both Government and people are 
prepared to abandon conscription 
now because it is morally wrong and 
to do so as part of a new foreign 
policy based upon unilateral disarma- 
ment. 


Out of balance 


_A DDRESSING the young people 

gathered for the annual confer- 
ence arranged by the Council for 
Education in World Citizenship in 
London last week, the new Foreign 
Secretary, Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, spoke 
of the failure of both preventive wars 
and the policy of the balance of 
power to secure world peace, and 
urged support for the Government's 
policy as based on the principles of 
the United Nations. 


In a sense all wars are preventive, 
and failure is not the result of a par- 


“Conscience” has never really been 
defined by the higher courts. 

There is a persistent tendency—as in 
our Draft Act which recognises only 
COs who believe in “a Supreme 
Being”—to distinguish between 
freedom of religion and freedom of 
conscience, 

For pacifists, including Quaker and 
other Peace Church members, this is 
a crucial matter. We shall have an 
opportunity to go into it on appeal. 

Since there have been a number of 
inquiries about the case since the 
verdict was rendered, may I take 
this way of letting US readers in 
particular know that the address of 
the Provisional Defence Committee 
is Room 825, No. § Beekman St., 
New York. 


Crucial-time for socialists 


The other matter on which I wish to 
comment briefly in this last letter 
being dispatched during 1955 has to 
do with certain developments in the 
Socialist movement which are of 
concern to pacifists. 

It_is clear that with the election of 
Gaitskell to the leadership of the 
British Labour Party and the deter- 
mination of the Bevanites, accord- 
ing to Tribune to challenge the new 
leader’s policies; with the election 
about to take place in France in the 
midst of upheaval in North Africa : 
and with the German Social Demo- 
cratic Party faced with the necessity 
of adjusting its course to the new 
Consolidation of the Communist 
regime in East Germany; and the 
new course pursued with new con- 
Ndence by the Soviet regime—this 
18 a crucial period for Socialists and 
their leaders. 

One of the extremely interesting 
manifestations of this fact is an 


article by Sweden's Foreign 
Minister, Osten Unden, published in 
Tiden, the official magazine of 


Sweden's Labour Party. The article 
proposes that the US, Britain and 
France agree to the reunification of 
Germany as a neutral state. It con- 
tends that unification is impossible 


as long as West German w: 
oe . y was 
militarily allied to th 

aed e Western 


That at this junctu 
L h re the proposal 
Tor a united and neutralised ice 
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; Lewis Mumford, 
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ticular designation but of the nat 
of war itself. 

No war can secure world peace 
only world chaos, as Mr. Sell 
Lloyd knows. 

To the list of failures he sho 
have added collective security, | 
the warning which Korea gives agai 
the attempt of UN to secure pé 
through violence. 


Did Selwyn Lio 
mean it ? 


Bur despite the lip service p 
UN, British policy is still b 
upon maintaining a balance of po 
and often operates outside, if no 
pppamsien to, the Charter of 

nite ations, as witness N. ecretary, W 
SEATO and the Bagdad Pact, pes Secretary, Work 

The Government believes inphe statement urged 
balance of arms in the Middle fgtmute sentences of | 
and its attitude to the H-bombgPrison and Lehn 
based on a desire to maintaisgtments ol t ef “ 
balance in atomic weapons. rts Nea ae mi 

Indeed, negotiation as equals MPM carried by the 
replaced the older negotiation fi¥¥S)- ; : 
strength. The petition poin 

Incidentally, Marshal Bulganin ire in fundamental 
declared that it is wrong to asjMilosophy of the Co 
that a balance of H-weapons SMential elements of 
between East and West automati@gmat the signers we 
excludes the possibility of a therifftesent action by 
nuclear war, and that the arms dfj€mocratic way of 
was increasing the war threat, ,@aintain and strengtt 

If the Foreign Secretary re@istice Black’s diss 
meant that balance of power MMe of the Supreme 
failed, it can no longer be a sati@l™ictions of the C 
factory basis for British fol 
policy. 

If war itself is destructive -of 
hopes of a peaceful world, the !0 
of his position would be unil® 
disarmament. 


A shot in the ba 


MPHE story that a French pau 
grapher, working in Algetl@ (BRather, he pointed 
an American agency, had bnb@ agreeing “to a 
French gendarme to shoot , Bblish certain ideas a 
Algerian in the back so that the !@%) The indictment i 
dent could be used for journs!™Panise the Commu 
purposes is a terrible one. o a pers 
The denial from the photograPy er, compas é 
concerned (which appears to be Throw of the gove 
received reliable confirmation *J “The indictments 
indeed is supported by the way jaes,” the amnest 
which the French authonve “etied through in a 
Algeria have treated the im ibe in an atmosp 
makes the story even more t™™Dltei.» Such an 
For it appears that similar hare bed, would give 
ings may have been succ®® Atma in the US. 
covered up, or have been perpoll® Ocratic tradition 
secure from uninvolved witness aft ald encourage 
pe have had no need toe OY \ ughout the worl 
The story—as it stands after y Erisicaders at 
version of the photographer, M. chi 
sagne, has been disclosed—is that 
Ain-Abid there had been a mass&e 
of Europeans by Algerian “ Maqui 
Following this the Moslems of At 
Abid had been ordered by the 
darmes to gather in an open 5? 
for identification, and it was ” 
nounced that those who did not rere 
in this way would be considered !° 
suspect. From a C 
The man who was ki ad Rey. H. R, C 
found in a hut and esate susp, Norfolk, deplores 
and the gendarmes had regarded tn sitnkeepers. They 
fact of his being suspect as givilt m old days it 
them the right to shoot him with@,)& about moving 
tnal. He was not the only mao wht ASng the names 
had not reported for identifica™ Nalord Nelson a! 
who was killed in this way. is that_ today 


The Eighth A 
In Kenya too? RS possibilities, 
™. 


i a or The Na 
Puls incident, which occurt®? the 5 


meaning of the 


le had pointed ot 
not been charge 
Mrow the governn 
ton-verbal acts des 

ent, nor even 
hing designed to 


he 


nion Theologicz 
Mman of Amer 


the Ameri 


New names 


August 22, was gs on ip | 
Fox newsreel, but wan Povbidee, s GOOD 
France. The photographs appeal™ in "sponse to th 
the American Magazine, Life... nion's Head 
October. Except for an isolated re beerPeal over C 
ence in one French journal the F% " so good t 


public had been given no information ) is £974 
about the matter until L’Express 29. WPiemie final £100 
Produced the photos on December 4~ Wigs ised, 


It is evident that if the Pig 


grapher had not been present nO! ks close 
whatever would have been hea hoping that 
what had been done. -, jo and set u| 

When the French authorities (, the total 

Algeria had their attention draW® o¢ feach the 
the photographs in Life at the end ©), (iy ‘ure. 
October they claim that they § ery real gratit 
enquiries afoot to discover the 8 ty Be froe ce have mi 
darme but they had found difice! b ®m the donor 
in identifying either the man or * bel , £5, anc 
place, a claim that is clearly preP® & postal ord 
terous. : &on: 

They kept complete silence s0 a} th once: 
as the French public were concem™ at Who throughout 
however, and it was they who, #1 "MUM ty de ppy 
the facts came out, put in circulatio™ "iy Fem. is a very 
the charge that the gendarme co” hope will be 
ae had been bribed by the photo iptele us do 

pher. 5 

The moral of this horrible story fF faMlthe pryttt<! 
the British is not that they have aly SIready a 
right to feel self-righteous in the : et 
matter, tr bs 

It is that when this kind of warfare 4 oe Radqua: if 
to suppress a people’s desire for self. py. hopes fa , HH 
government is in progress crimes OF | "he any all 
this type only come to be heard of ‘ 
lie ie different levels in Rea 
archy of repression are unable | ; 
prevent their disclosure from going areived to 
further, and that for every atrocious Sunt p 
thing that receives publicity there 
must be many about which nothing }§ Take 
ever heard. the ye: 

How many of the incidents that led the Pp, 
to Colonel Young’s resignation 10. “He 
Kenya have been made known to the rer at 
British public? " Lon 


— a - 28 7 page 
. &. ~Ot) sh ty 
| ee me ees —_ —— ~ 
a = —— ——— ——— <== —— 


s. Roosevelt, Lewis Mumford, A. J. Muste and others appeal to 
enhower to “reaffirm basic democratic traditions.” 


“A MNESTY URGED FOR U.S. 
| COMMUNIST LEADERS 


res agag MNESTY for 16 imprisoned U.S. Communist Party leaders and a postponement 
of the trials of 180 others awaiting trial court or appeals court decisions under 
Smith Act was asked of President Eisenhower by 46 leading Americans. 


loy e signers included: Mrs. Eleanor Roose- National Chairman of the War Resisters’ 
R; Lewis Mumford, author; Elmer Rice, League and others. Many religious leaders and 
ywright and producer; Sidney Lens, author pacifists were among the signers of the appeal. 
labour leader ; Norman Thomas, Socialist A similar appeal was made earlier by the 
ly leader; Henry Steele Commager, of National Council of the AFoR. 
umbia University; Stephen G. Cary, The Supreme Court has recently agreed to 
retary, American Section, American Friends review of the convictions of Communist 
ice Committee; Rev. John M. Krumm, leaders in California, 


iN en eeu Uy and Roland 
me ‘@tts, Secretary, Workers’ Defence League. THE RIGHTFUL DESTINY 
OF THE ATOM 


es inphe statement urged President Eisenhower to 
ddle f§{mute sentences of Communist leaders now 

(SHAIRMAN of the United States Joint 

Congressional Committee on Atomic 


-bomb§Ptison and use his influence to secure post- 
Energy, Senator Clinton P. Anderson, at 


samements of the 180 cases now pending in the 
Chicago on December 14, said that the atom’s 


Itts (incorrectly stated as 100 in the first 

rt carried by the London Press and Peace 
rightful destiny was “ bringing blessings to the 
earth and uniting together those who labour 


(rg). 
in the tasks of peace.” 


The petition points out that the signers 
zanin in fundamental disagreement with the 

He added, ‘“‘ Frightful as were the atomic 

blasts at Hiroshima and Nagasaki, today the 


to ase losophy of the Communist Party and with 
medical benefits of nuclear energy save more 


BSential elements of its programme. It stated 
Mat the signers were “motivated in their 
Psent action by their attachment to the 
Mocratic way of life and the desire to 


rms ¢ i ifyi 

at! aintain and strengthen it.” detevea year than those terrifying bombs 
‘y f@istice Black’s dissenting opinion at the a as: . oem 

rwer MBG of the Supreme Pe ourk Dview of the| . Scientists estimate that within the foresee- 


able future, the atom will be harnessed for 
peaceful purposes which include: 
The control, and perhaps the cure, of cancer 
of the brain, without surgery ; 
X-Ray treatment into remote areas of the 
body through radioactive cobalt ; 
Heating and lighting for whole communities; 
Air-cooling for homes in hot climates ; 
Discovering of untapped resources of 
petroleum in the earth; 
Controlling of forest tree diseases. 


ictions of the Communist leaders was 
ed 


meaning of the charges 


#6 had pointed out that the CP leaders 
{not been charged with an attempt to 
Mihrow the government, nor with any kind 
hon-verbal acts designed to overthrow the 
Mment, nor even with saying or writing 
hing designed to overthrow the govern- 


ather, he pointed out, they were charged 
N agreeing “to assemble and talk and 
weelish certain ideas at a later date . . ." and 
“ame. The indictment is that they conspired to 
Anise the Communist Party and to use 
h or newspapers and other publications 
a future to teach and advocate the forcible 
Mtthrow of the government.” 

i) The indictments and convictions in these 
es,” the ammesty letter stated, “ were 


At a Danish Peace Conference in November 
nearly 1,000 participants passed resolutions 
condemning war as a means of settling inter- 
national disputes, and appealing to the 
Government to urge United Nations banning 
of atom weapons and tests. This Govern- 
ment was also asked to cut down Danish 
military expenditure and to refuse to allow 
stationing of foreign troops in Denmark. 


ied through in a period of the ‘ cold war’ Some of the ‘money saved should be 
in an atmosphere often marked by Fania to assistance of under-developed 
erritories. 


evleria.” Such an amnesty, the letter con- 


Sued, would give impetus to the present A new broadly-based national committee, 


including leading pacifists, was set up at the 
Conference. 


uld encourage and inspire our friends 
ughout the world and win new friends.” 


, Democratic 
mon, Charles R. Lawrence, National Chair- 


Sf the American FOR, Roy Finch, TTHE Special Policy Committee of the Fel- 
aaa a ed tc, 


lowship Party has issued the following 
interim policy statement which is to be sub- 
mitted to the 1956 Annual Conference. 


It is the result of the work of six com- 
mittees—on World Affairs, Welfare, 
Government, Finance, Education, Industry, 
and Legal and Administrative—which have 
been meeting weekly. 

Members of the Special Policy Committee 
are Stanley Bishop, Eric Fenner, Leonard 
Kilbey, John Loverseed, Ronald Mallone, 
George Onion, and Leonard Tomkinson, 


World Affairs 


vas 
t fee New names for taverns 
Ri Orfolk, deplores the lack of enterprise 
gv 
moving with the times and 
RS that today there might be taverns 


xd to 
From a Correspondent 
ad Rev. H. R. Chisnell, Rector of Acle, 
su 
su €epers. They should seek brighter 
! it old days innkeepers had no hesita- 
with? i out 
an Ang the names of their houses: hence 
N.4ord Nelson and The Waterloo. He 
iter tS Eighth Army or The Desert Rat. 
{ possibilities, of course, would be The 


ged a or The Nagasaki. (a) The Fellowship Party will work for the 
on the banishment of war from the earth, so that all 
idee be ih, GOOD NEWS men and women may live free from the fear 
varod 10 sponse to the Peac of destruction, by renouncing war as an in- 
ife, Union's Hesectsriad p strument of national policy, by refusing to 
 refet tpeal over chr tmas manufacture. nuclear and all other weapons ; 
Fren ; 30 good hae our by the denial of British bases to other coun- 
tio” |W total iz £974 without tries; by abolishing the Armed Forces; by 
ress 1° the final £100 we have abolishing existing stocks of weapons ; and by 
bef 29. ised 5 refusing to trade in armaments of any kind. 
phot typ ew more days to run (b) All military treaties and alliances will 
ae 1° Books close on Janu- be cancelled, including commitments covered 
zard Am hoping that we may by NATO and SEATO. 

ties #2 1100 and set up a record, We shall need | (c) The right of self-determination will be 
wn tC & the total income of the PPU for} pranted to all peoples under British rule and 
ard of ture 2h the estimate and balance our | the Party recognises that the samte principles 
ey set Very” PEI? stiiude"to "aN whoseteiite at should apply to the colonies of other nations. 
ye oe ide Ne Nimade this grand Seale pos-| (4) Friendly relations will be established 
culty A fom the donor of a cheque for £55 and| With all nations and peoples and the Party will 
or 1ne of £10, £5, and smaller amounts, to the seek by persuasion, education, and example, 


to abolish war throughout the world for ever. 

(e) A policy of thorough-going co-existence 
will be developed with all countries, including 
the Communist bloc. 

() The Peoples’ Republic of China should 
be given a place of proper importance in all 
international conferences, including UNO. 

(g) Aid in every way possible will be 


prepos Yh & postal order for Is. 4d., not forget- 
High otymous benefactor who spurred us 
Who the offer of the final £100, and all 
throughout the year have given so 
- the PPU Headquarters Fund. 
i Ve Is a very real encouragement to us 
to Pe will be an additional incentive to 
Vee us do even better in 1956, for 
has ended on such a fine note, the 


or AF te the under-fed and under-developed 

ory ny ne une, PPU goes on year in, year out and Sere z _the world, irrespective of race, 
in the BY, “SY planning increased activities for | colour, political system, or religion. 

2gain (h) The Party will seek to establish Sou. 

varfare he ae ere anls to aseercasted vides [ree oa of travel, without restriction o 

nes of Wane Bet for 1956, and a very good New at) The Party will work for the development 

ard 0 and all. of a society giving equal status and opportu- 

e hier- ; STUART MORRIS, nity, and affording freedom of the written and 

ble to i rece General Secretary. spoken word, association, and worship to all 

going . Morn date : £974 peoples, irrespective of sex, Tace, colour, or 

1 . 4 
* there peariscde pat 1Og ahi ‘The raw materials of the world should 
hing 1S YS ma Total: £1,074 be used for the benefit of humanity as a 


k 

One go ie Year's total : £1,100 ? 
AS Peace Pledge Union should 
| PRs Headquarters Fund,” to the 
“Ss, at Dick Sheppard House, 
__*t. London, W.C.1. 


Fellowship Party will be replying in 
ate Geek's Peace News to the “ Open Letter 
to the Fellowship Party” from Ivan Geffen 
which appeared in Peace News last week. 
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Gandhian on world cycle tour 


ROBABLY no one in that small cafe in cosmopolitan Bloomsbury recognised 
the lean brown Indian slowly sipping his milk at the bar. 


He was Misrilal Jayaswal, 


peace. 


The language difficulty did not prevent his conveying 
to a member of Peace News’ staff something of that 
keenness, sense of adventure and belief in world fellow- 
ship which had made for him friends in 27 countries, 
enabled him to cross all barriers unchallenged, (includ- 
ing that between East and West Germany), and to 
exchange messages with the leading figures in many 


of the world’s capitals. 


Below, we print an account of his journey by Ron 
Montagu, one of the first to welcome Mr. Jayaswal in 


London. 


Colourful Indian cyclist, Mr. M. Jayaswal of Bihar 
Province rode into the City of London last month 
astride the machine that has so far carried him 
through 27 countries on the first, and major, stage of 


his round-the-world tour. 


In his satchel were goodwill messages and greetings 


from prominent personalities he has met en 


including the President of India, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, 
the Governor of Tanganyika, Sir Edward Twining, the 
British Resident, Zanzibar, and others. His aim is “to 
strengthen the ties between India and countries of the 


World by carry- . 
ing the message . 
of Universal 
Brotherhood.” 


JUNGLE 
ADVENTURE 


On his journey~ 
he has overcome 
every type of ob- 
stacle, encoun- 
tered wild animals 
in the African 
jungle and 
crossed hundreds 
of miles of 
Egyptian desert. 
Political frontiers 
proved no. diffi- 
culty either, “I 
simply told the 
Communists I 
was for Peace,” 
he says, “and 
they let me in.” 
This applied in the cases of : Bulgaria, Yugo- 
slavia, Hungary, Poland and the USSR. 


In Denmark, special . arrangements were 
made and after a Press conference, the Prime 
Minister of that country shook his hand wish- 
ing him “bon voyage!” Throughout his 
travels he has stressed his belief in the teach- 


he 


: ; 
\ : 


ik 


whole. No country should exploit another 
because of its supply of raw materials. 


Welfare 


(a) Health. The social services will be ex- 
panded to ensure the well-being of all and to 
provide for their needs in sickness, distress, 
and adversity. The health services will be 
developed so that all forms of treatment will 
be available to everyone without charge. 

More hospitals will be built and nurses’ pay 
increased. 

Priority will be given to research into the 
prevention of disease, which will be financed 
by government grant, and to the provision of 
health centres. 

(b) Housing. The party are in favour of 
public ownership of land, excluding a fixed 
minimum allowed to each individual for his 
own house. 

Everyone must be assured of a comfortable 
home. Houses and flats of sound construction. 
good design, and pleasing location should be 
built to satisfy the needs of all. 

(c) Pensions and National Insurance. The 
National Insurance scheme should be main- 
tained and improved where possible, but the 
present system of compulsory contributions 
shall cease and the service become a charge 
on the exchequer. 

Unemployment benefits, sickness benefits, and 
pensions will be increased so as to ensure an 
adequate living standard, thus abolishing the 
need for Public Assistance. 

(d) Transport. Rail, air, sea, and road ser- 
vices should be regarded as public services 
and financed, where necessary, from the 
Exchequer. 

The system of automatic signalling should 
be introduced immediately throughout the 
whole of the railway system. 


(e) Food and Agriculture. Existing land 
now occupied by the Armed Forces, together 
with any remaining neglected areas at present 
uncultivated, should be developed with the 
object of producing as much of the country’s 
food supply as is humanly possible. Such 
development will be subsidised. 


Industry 


The party favour the maintenance of full 
employment within the framework of an ex- 
panding economy. They believe that a 
struggle for markets is not an inevitable con- 
sequence of the expanding economy since real 
demand is always ahead of supply. 

One of the primary duties will be to give 
‘economic expression to this demand, particu- 
larly by extending credit to the governments 
of those countries where human need is 
greatest. 

The ultimate alm will be the common 


one-time Gandhian 
fighter for Indian independence, who had just com- 
pleted some 56,000 kilometres (35,000 miles), across 
three continents, on a round-the-world cycle tour for 


route, 


f 


TOP: With Mr. H. C. Hansen, Danish Prime Minister. BOTTOM: 
On the way from Leningrad to Moscow. Photos: India News. 


ing of Mahatma Gandhi—Peace, Tolerance, 
and Non-violence. Affixed to his cycle are 
three pennants :—the Union Jack, the Indian 
flag, and a scouting flag. 

In a few months he proposes to make a 
tour of Britain before completing his circuit 
of the globe via Canada, the USA, South 
America and Australia, etc. 


FELLOWSHIP PARTY ISSUE INTERIM POLICY STATEMENT 


Renounce war, improve welfare, education 
and social ownership 


ownership of the means of production and 

distribution. 

While it will be necessary for basic policy 
decisions to be made at a national level, the 
dangers inherent in a bureaucratic organisation 
are recognised. The party believe the best 
safeguard to be the decentralisation of control 
of the day-to-day administration of industry, 
giving the individual worker a voice and a 
share in the responsibility of this administra- 
tion within a comprehensive scheme of indus- 
trial democracy. 


Legal and Administrative 


The legal and administrative system of the 
country will be revised, recognising the dig- 
nity and value of the individual and the sanc- 
tity of human life. 

Capital punishment will, of course, be 
abolished. 

A law will be introduced to make compul- 
sory the holding of a national referendum, 
when a certain specific number of either the 
electors or the elected representatives request 
it. 

The principle of heredity should be ex- 
cluded from the Second Chamber (or House 
of Lords). 

A system of electoral Papen will be 
introduced, which will enable minorities to be 
adequately represented. 

Minority parties will be ensured of broad- 
cast rights at election times and the amount 
of the deposit for Parliamentary candidates 
will be reduced to say, £50, with an increase 
in the number of assenting signatures required 
to, say, 50. 


Education 


Education will be provided without charge, 
irrespective of parents’ incomes, from the age 
of five upwards. This education will cater for 
the spiritual, intellectual and physical needs 
to the age of 16, and, if it would benefit the 
pupil or be of service to the community, fur- 
ther education, full-time or part-time, should 
be provided in universities, training colleges, 
technical colleges, commercial colleges, even- 
ing classes, etc. Adequate allowances to cover 
this education and expenses should be made 
especially when the student is not living at 
home. No one should suffer financially for 
qualifying himself or herself fully up to a 
bachelor’s degree. 

While education should enable the full 
peaceful development of pupils’ personality 
and abilities, provided these do not result in 
interference with the liberties of others, it 
should also indicate the necessity of construc- 
tive service to the family, village, town, county, 
country, and world. 

It should in no circumstances include train- 
ing in the use of weapons, or war preparations 
including civil “ defence.” 
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Talking of books.. 
New directions 


in teaching 


By Robert Greacen 


The Teaching of History, UNESCO: Paris. Is. 
British Distributor: H.M. Stationery Office. 

The Story of My Life, by M. K. Gandhi. 
Navajivan, 4s. 

Gandhiji’s First Struggle in India, by P. C. Ray 
Chaudhury. Navajivan, 4s. 


IMIS UNESCO pamphlet is a survey of 

methods of teaching history today. 

E. H. Dance, an English schoolmaster, 

contributes an introductory essay entitled 

“A Comparative Survey of History 
Teaching.” 


“One of the most fundamental changes in 
educational outlook during recent generations,” 
writes Mr. Dance, “ has been expressed in this 
way: that whereas teachers formerly taught 
subjects, nowadays they teach children.” This 
change in emphasis has, he maintains, been 
reflected in history teaching. 

There are many ways of looking at the past 
and learning from it. If the teacher chooses 
the way of smug, patriotic self-satisfaction— 
“we were always right, they were always 
wrong "—the pupil will hardly grow up to see 


—————' 


his country’s history in any kind of true 
perspective. 
Objectivity; the incalcation of values ; 


tolerance for other cultures, religions and 
political systems: these are surely the qualities 
we ought to look for in history teaching. 


As Mr. Dance observes: 

Emphasis on international understanding 
and co-operation .. . does not infringe the 
claims of national loyalties... . In a world 
which is becoming increasingly unified by 
material progress, neither culture in general 
nor history in particular can afford to be 
merely national or regional. 


Included in the pamphlet is an official guide, 
country by country, to what ought to be 
stressed in history teaching.’ This UNESCO 
publication should interest teachers and 
lecturers in general ; specialists in history will 
find the bibliography extremely useful. 


* 


The Navajivan Publishing House in 
Ahmedabad has now brought out an abridged, 
school edition of Gandhi’s THE Story oF My 
LiFe, complete with grammatical exercises and 
subjects for essays. Admirers of the Mahatma 
might care to consider this volume as a pos- 
sible gift for their own or their friends’ 
children. There is a good frontispiece photo- 
graph of Gandhi. 

In the history of the Satyagraha Movement 
for Indian independence the Champaran was 
the first of Gandhi's struggles on his return 
from South Africa in 1915. Here he was 
successful in freeing the peasantry from the 
harsh impositions of the indigo planters. 


Mr. Chaudhury has had access to a number 
of original documents in the archives of the 
Bihar Government. He shows how this victory 
for non-violent resistance was the first mile- 
stone on the way to Indian self-government ; 
and we are again reminded of the obstacles 
Gandhi had to face from Indians and British 
alike. 

It would be interesting to know what in- 
formation (if any) about Gandhi’s life and 
work is being given to children in our schools. 


A Hamburg newspaper, Dic Andere Zeitung, 
published a long article surveying the state 
of the law in 20 countries on the right to 
refuse military service. It was written by 
Dr. Th. Michaltscheff of the Hamburg War 
Resisters’ International Section. 


CONSCIENCE AND 


YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED 


The Conserip 


Conscientious Objector 


T have just completed my National Se 
objector. I do not wish to be recalled at any time for military service, and am prepared 


to face ua Tribunal if necessary. 


THE CALL-UP: | 


t becomes a 


rvice, and have become a conscientious 


Can you tell me to whom 1 should write to notify the authorities about my new 


position, and what would be the proceedure 
or a State of emergency?—T.B. London, N. 


writes: 


“ ADVISER” 


TINHE conscript’s liability under the National 

Service Acts is for two years’ whole-time 
service and a maximum of 60 days’ part-time 
service during the subsequent three years and 
a half. 


If “T.B.” really has completed his National 
Service (ic., if it is 54 years or more since 
he was conscripted), then his only remaining 
liability is for recall in the event of an cmer- 
gency at any time up to June, 1959. This 
was an additional liability imposed by the 
Navy, Army and Air Force Reserves Act, 
1954. 


When this Bill was going through the Com- 
mons, Fenner Brockway, Chairman of the 
Central Board for Conscientious Objectors, 
secured an assurance from the government 
that, if there should be such a recall, reservists 
who claimed to have become COs would be 
allowed access to the tribunals without first 
being court-martialled (see below). 


Many reservists who are in this position 
have felt it right to inform the Record Offices 
that they cannot be relicd upon for any 
further military service. 


Liability for Reserve training 


If, however, “ T.B.” has only finished his 
whole-time service, he has to face the problem 
of his liability for part-time training. 


The National Service Acts make no pro- 
vision for objecting on grounds of conscicnce 
at any stage later than submission to medical 
examination, except in the case of a man 
who has at some time been registered as a 
CO but has nevertheless been called up. 


The serviceman who is in that position has 
a statutory right to apply to the appellate 
tribunal for conscientious objectors if he dis- 
obeys an order, claiming that he does so on 
grounds of conscience, and is court-martialled 
and given a sentence of three months’ or more 
military detention or civil imprisonment. 


He may apply to the tribunal as soon as the 
sentence is confirmed and while he is still serv- 
ing it, and the tribunal can recommend the 
Service Department to discharge him or to 
transfer him to non-combatant duties. 


As a concession, the balance of the sentence 
(if any then remains) is remitted. 


If the application is unsuccessful the sen- 
tence must be completed, and it is, of course, 
possible for the court-martial to pass a 
sentence of more than three months. If the 
sentence is of less than three months, then the 
soldier has no right to apply to the tribunal. 


This is a legal right, but there is an exactly 
similar arrangement (referred to by the Service 
Departments as a “concession”, of which 
advantage may be taken by any serviceman, 
whether he is serving whole-time or simply 
liable for training as a reservist. It opcrates in 
just the same way, with the cxception that the 
tribunal is in these cases simply advising the 
Service Department and has no power to 
register the man in the Register of COs. 


Questions on conscientious objection and 
the call-up are welcomed. They should be 
addressed to “ Adviser,’ Peace News, 3 Black- 


stock Rd., London, N.4. 


for me in the event of «@ further call-up 


This means that “ T.B.” will have to spend 
at least two or three months persuading 
probably reluctant officers {to court-martial 
him, and waiting either in detention or in 
prison for the privilege of appearing before 
a tribunal. 


Naturally, the Central Board for Conscien- 
tious Objectors is not satisfied with this and 
has in fact mobilised a considerable volume 
of opinion against such a wasteful pro- 
cedure. 

A deputation organised by the CBCO and 
including several non-pacifists made represen- 
tations to the Ministry of Defence and the 
Ministry of Labour nearly two years ago and 
put forward some good reasons for abandoning 
the “ qualifying ’’ court-martial sentence. 

These, however, were not sufficient to dispel 
the frankly-expressed fear of the authorities 
that, without such a safeguard, the door would 
be open to “shirkers and scrimshankers.” 

Clearly, they have no faith in the ability 
of the tribunals to discriminate between these 
and the genuine COs, nor in the inherent 
attractions of the Services themselves. 

A few weeks later, a Bill was introduced 
in the House of Lords, the effect of which 
would have been to dispense with the court- 
martial. {t was rejected by 39 votes to 12. 
after a debate which was quite remarkable for 
the inaptitude of some of the contributions 
from the Government benches. 

So the National Service Acts still make no 
provision for any development of conscience 


IS THERE AN 


TO REVOLUTION ? 


= Ves.” says Esme Wynne-Tyson 


"THERE can hardly be two words with 
which we are more wearisomely 

familiar and surfeited today ihan those of 

Revolution and Counter-Revolution. 


For two hundred years, ever since the 
French used the evil means of bloody revolu- 
tion in the hope of obtaining social justice, the 
Western world has been hypnotized and 
plagued by this squirrel-cage pattern which has 
now spread to the farthest corners of the earth. 


Evils of Revolution 


This method of meeting material force with 
greater force has not only culminated in two 
world-wars and the present age of naked 
violence, but also in the degradation of 
Western civilization. The Industrial as well as 
the Bolshevik Revolutions entailed the 
abandonment of quality for quantity and the 
degeneration and materialisation of the 
populace whose present day demands for cars. 
mechanical household gadgets, _ cigarettes, 
stimulants, drugs, and unending “ circuses “ in 
the form of radio, films and television have 
resulted in the present tyranny of scientific 
materialism, 


And this has come about because people 
have been obsessed by the notion that the 
squirrcl-cage pattern is inevitable, that revolu- 
tion can be met only by counter-revolution, 
forgetting the alternative that has always been 
preached and practised by the greatest seers 
of the human race, including the most modern 
of these, Gandhi—that of the evolution of the 
individual man to a higher and better species. 


<No.”? says Gene Sharp— there is no alternative to 


Mrs. Wynne-Tyson is right that attempts 
to bring about major social changes 
by violent methods produce new evils. 
She is also correct that the persons 
who advocate social changes should 
differ fundamentally from the evils they 
oppose, and that the worth of each 
individual must be respected. 


However, there are several points 
article with which I must take issue. 


The author’s position seems to be that the 
solution to the world’s problems lies simply 
in each individual reforming himself. This 
is a comforting conception but it does not 
answer the question of how a person copes 
with a society permeated with social insti- 
tutions which ‘perpetuate and actively pro- 
mote evil. 

Can one, trying to become a good person, 
not struggle against those institutions and 
groups which oppress and exploit men, 
Perecwe them because of skin colour or 

eliefs, conscript them to murder, jail men 
in the guise of reforming them, impose 
alien and tyrannical rule on them, and pre- 
pare to annihilate mankind in atomic war? 

Is not an exclusive concentration on one’s own 
purification an escape from fulfilling one’s 
moral responsibility? Is it not one’s re- 
sponsibility to seek to bring about funda- 
mental (i.e. revolutionary) changes in society 
and thus to help free oneself and others 
from the grasp of a decadent civilisation ? 
If one does not do this, is he not betraying 
both his basic values and his fellow men ? 

It is clear that when Mrs. Wynne-Tyson refers 
to revolution she means violent revolution. 


in her 


non-violent 


It is true that the French and Bolshevik 
revolutions, despite the passion for justice 
which undoubtedly motivated them, resulted 
in new and great ecvils becausc of the 
methods used in the struggle and against 
counter-revolutionary elements. (The author 
oversteps sound analysis, however, when she 
attributes all sorts of manifestations of our 
materialistic civilisation to those events.) 

However, I fecl more comradeship with my 
brother who in his passion for justice re- 
sorts regretfully and wrongly to violence than 
to my brother who accepts social evils and 
does nothing basic about them, lest the dust 
of impurity touch his cloak. Gandhi, who 
felt that courageous violence is better than 
passive cowardice, sought to lead the social 
struggle into the infinitely superior and more 
effective methods of non-violence. 


* 


The author scems to believe that we have 
only two alternative methods of social 
change from which to choose: violent revo- 
lution and an evolutionary approach relying 
exclusively on every person reforming him- 
self. She cites Gandhi as a prime example 
of the latter approach. 

Mrs. Wynne-Tyson’s references to Gandhi (an 
avowed revolutionary) do not indicate any 
considerable understanding of his life or 
philosophy. They rather reflect a popular 
conception that Gandhi was simply a good 
and saintly man. Gandhi was a good and 
saintly man, but he was more. 

Gandhi sought to implement his ideals, not 
only in his personal life, but in the social 
struggles of oppressed people and in attempts 


revolution”’ 


to build a new social order. He combined 
a saintly life with efforts to effect basic 
social changes. He united the “ religious ” 
and the “ political.” 


Gandhi took, the age-old philosophy of non- 
violence and developed social techniques 
which forged it into a weapon for fighting 
evil—not an other-worldly or abstract evil, 
but the evil which human beings face, both 
in themselves and in their society. He de- 
veloped an approach of which Mrs. Wynne- 
Tyson is apparently not aware—that of. non- 
violent revolution. 


This approach avoids both (1) the betrayal of 
a just cause by either violence or peity 
reformism and (2) the escapism of permanent 
withdrawal from efforts to effect social 
change, to allegedly attain purity. It in- 
cludes respect for the individual and empha- 
sises his improvement as well as the need to 
change society. It provides the means by 
which unarmed people with fearlessness can 
battle tyranny and develop the self-reliance 
which will enable them to combat the de- 
veloping robot-like conformity which the 
author justifiably fears. 


Serious study is needed to assist th icati 
{ ¢ application 
of such an approach in our socieiyae 


The adoption of such non-violence involves 
such fundamental changes in society, indi- 
viduals and the methods of effecting’ social 
change that it can be accurately described 
by no term less than “revolution.” Indeed 
the crisis of our time is so severe that there 
ber heey alternative to a non-violent 
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This is one of many pieces of sculpture by 
Max Sokol, refugee from Hitler’s Germany) 
which have been shown in London recently; 


-In the Shelter,” is a symbolic interpt® 
tation of the war mother sheltering her chi 
dren. “The horror on her face,” writes # 
critic, “is not for herself, but for the comité 
generation, and even in that desperate aware 
ness there is a determination to go on livilé 
and to make the world a place where civilis# 
tion can safely progress.” . 
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THE more we age, the more we 
accumulate lost opportunities. 


_ One hot afternoon, years ago when tramping 

in La Touraine, we were hailed by a recum- 

Sent “ Knight of the Road” who invited us to 

thare our food with him. We were tired. He 

Was a powerful man, armed with a carved, 

Mahogany club, and looked very determined. 
€ shared. 


“After the meal our obliging friend paid for 
his victuals with the story of his life’s history. 


couraged by a sympathetic full stomach, he 
Wept copiously while deploring the treachery 
‘although ail through life 
thave been willing to ex- RADIO 
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This was our first practical demonstration 
f deterrents. 
_This dormant recollection was revived by 
anterbury, who, in fact, did not say— as one 
Meht have gathered from ‘ Any Questions 
ight)}—"“ Communism must be subdued, even 
'0 the extent of using the H-bomb.” 
That every deterrent to Communism-—even the 
A-bomb—is good, so long as it deters. When 
Nis used it becomes absolutely useless—as 
Weless as a volcano which wipes out life.” 
% not enough ; it must be strengthened by the 
®cramental H-bomb. The Archbishop, how- 
en is not as consistent as our old friend the 


% mankind. “Nobody trusts me,” he wail 

Pointed out that his club 

fould not be parted from it. “It was,” he 

Me BBC’s apology to the Archbishop of 
His Grace's actual statement was: “I believe 

. Alas! The faith of the Christian in Christ 

amp, for though he is prepared to rely on 


the Spiritual threat of total extinction to deter 


Communism, there is no trace of protest from 
tim against the supply of arms by the West 
the Tito Communists. 


It is too tate for regrets. We should have 
‘ld our fellow Lotus-eater of the great 
‘Diritual future which awaited him if he would 
tut come to England. And yet... is it pos- 
"ble he did come? 


ws Lecture series. 


Pacifism and politics 


J WAS very interested in Ivan Geffen's 

“Open Letter to the Fellowship Party.” 
This question of pacifism and political parties 
is an extremely important one. My own view 
is that to work within existing parties can be 
very useful and effective, but we should 
Tecognise its limitations and apply our main 
efforts elsewhere. On the other hand, the 
formation of pacifist parties seems to me a 
most unfortunate misdirection of energy and 
enthusiasm—not because a multiplicity of 
small groups is necessarily bad, but because, at 
the present stage, a political party is quite the 
wrong instrument for our purpose. 


I can understand the desire to “ get at” the 
general public, but there are lots of more 
effective, though less spectacular ways of do- 
ing this than by putting up parliamentary can- 
didates. For a small party these efforts are 
necessarily sporadic and very expensive; the 
candidate will probably lose his deposit and, 
unless he is famous already, the general public 
will dismiss him as “another of these cranks.” 


I think for a long time we must concentrate 
on the specific issue which is after all our 
special and characteristic message: the com- 
plete renunciation of military power and its 
replacement by constructive peace making. We 
represent something like one per cent of public 
opinion, and our first task is to convert that 
one per cent into two per cent, and then into 
three. Only when a large body of public 


opinion has been converted to this principle 


AROUND AND ABOUT=by Minnie Pallister 


A new monthly Peace News feature 


LETTERS 


will the time come for creating a new, fully 
fledged political party which will be required 
to put the principle into political effect. 


ALAN LITHERLAND. 


16 Harlech Rd., 
Blundellsands, Liverpool, 23. 


VAN GEFFEN alleges that “the Fellow- 

ship Party with its emphasis on Christian 
standards . . . goes out of its way to make 
full membership difficult, if not impossible for 
non-Christians.” 


That this “difficulty” and “ impossibility ” 
is imaginary, is demonstrated by the fact that 
members of the Executive of the Fellowship 
Party include five non-Christians and that an 
agnostic is one of three candidates for the 
vice-chairmanship of the Party. 


Non-Christians, Christian pacifists (of whom 
1 am one) and ex-servicemen have worked 
together harmoniously for months in the Ex- 
ecutive and in various policy sub-committees. 


In fighting by-elections in 1956, we shall 
welcome, as Ivan Geffen and I welcomed in 
South Lewisham in the General Election, the 
support of pacifists and non-pacifists in return- 
ing to Parliament men and women pledged 
to act and vote on moral and Christian 
grounds. If he will join with us, he will 
find no authoritarianism, but tolerance and a 


introduced by the author 


AY I wish everyone a Happy New Year, 

though we know only too well that it 
will be anything but happy for many folk. 
Your Editor has asked me to write of some 
of the things I notice as I go about the 
country, something about the people I mect, 
and the activities of those who are working 
in one way or another for a better world. 


The tragedy of war has always been that 
it has not been fought, or even started by, 
wicked, selfish and ruthless men. Wars have 
been fought by good people—idealists, who 


Pleased to arrange matters for you. 


leged to do. Beauty of sea and country, 
beauty of human character. 


Perhaps 1 am apt to see life through rose- 
coloured spectacles, I have been singularly 
fortunate. Until very late in life I never met 
the seamy side of politics, the self-seeking, 
the longing for office. These did not exist 
in my time. 

I came into a political movement which 
was a spiritual crusade led by saints and 


heroes, I was privileged to work among a 
wonderful band of conscientious objectors 
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variety of opinion and a wealth of good 
fellowship. 

Our policy is being worked out carefully by 
various policy sub-committees, which recently 
issued an Interim Statement of Policy. As 
prospective Fellowship Party candidate for 
West Walthamstow, I expect to contest the seat 
on that policy. 


No one in the Fellowship Party claims “a 
monopoly of ethical principles” ; but Christian 
and non-Christian members alike are pledged 
to work for a system of government which will 
give expression to the Christian and moral 
conscience of all believing these values to be 
of paramount importance in Government. We 
place loyalty to Christian and moral standards 
above sectional and personal interests and we 
shail try to assist the spreading of these 


standards. 
RONALD S. MALLONE. 


141 Woolacombe Rd., 
Blackheath, London, S.E.3. 


Celtic Civilisation 


WITH Teference to Mr. E. S. Tew’s letter 

(December 23) concerning the INTER- 
NATIONAL GUIDE To STuDY CENTRES ; his name 
was attached to this because he sent it for 
review, and was presumed to be the legal 
publisher in this country, although it was 
Belgian in origin. 

Reference books would produce names of at 
least a dozen centres or institutes devoted to 
the study of Celtic civilisation, but without 
recourse to them I would suggest: The Board 
of Celtic Studies, Cardiff (there are probably 


similar bodies in Ireland, Scotland and 
Brittany), The Cambrian Archaeological 
Association, Aberystwyth, The Honorable 


Society of Cymmrodorion, London, and the 
Scottish History Society, Edinburgh. 


YOUR REVIEWER. 
A pacifist Bishop 


AM very much interested in seeing an 

article in PN, December 16, on “ Basuto- 
land.” This is a new diocese in the Church 
of England, and the man appointed for the 
first bishop (Rr. Rev. J. A. A. Maund—Ep. PN) 
has been a member of the Anglican Pacifist 
Fellowship for many years. 


; ELINOR PARKER. 
90 Peckham Hill St., 
S.E.15. 
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naturally interested in diverting 
resources from war-instruments to machinery 
for development. 

Secondly, the religious background of many 
of these states inclined them towards a con- 
ciliatory and peaceful attitude. 

But as time goes on, and particularly as the 
economic and political power of these ex- 
colonial areas grows, they will doubtless begin 
to exhibit all the tendencies of power-states— 
in fact in the Middle East already there is 
plenty of evidence of this. 

The task of peacc-minded people from now 
on, therefore, will be to encourage these in- 
creasingly influential Asian and African nations 
along the road of moral, rather than political 
power, They are probably the world’s last 
hope for intelligent, speedy peace-making. 


The future of new nations 


How can that best be done? By promoting, 
wherever it is possible, vocal support for the 
genuine peace activities of these states, and 
no less vocal protest when they seem to be 
slipping. 

But ultimately it is not possible to prevent 
the new nations of Asia and Africa from 
becoming power-states, simply by verbal dis- 
suasion. If the structure of the modern power- 
state is there, then all the protest in the world 
will not prevent its coming into being, with 
consequent disastrous results. 

Basic to any movement which hopes to keep 
them on the path of peace will be a political 
and economic outlook that seeks to eliminate 
the causes of war at root by creating what 
would be essentially a non-violent society in 
those countries. 

None of the existing systems of government 
or economics in any of these territories can 
be held to be non-violent in nature. But 
because they are yet in an early stage of 


COURAGE TO DISARM 


@ FROM PAGE ONE 
a member of the Bagdad Pact and a recipient 
of US military aid. 

She deprecated the kind of neutralism which 
played one side against the other for its own 
advantage and the kind which sacrificed moral 
principles, but said: “If it could be possible 
for a nation to remain really neutral it would 
be best. It is not right that small nations 
should have to choose between one bloc or the 
other.” 

“The idea that we have the right way of 
living and we are. going” to~force that” way 
downeveryone’s throat if we have to do it 
with an atom bomb is wrong. 

“Throughout the centuries might hasbeen 
right. Only’ now wevare beginning to realise 
that is wrong.” 

In the discussion groups run by the students 
there was very strong feeling in favour of 
disarmament. The majority of “ political” 
groups decided in favour of a “supreme 
effort” being made to disarm by international 
agreement. But one group out of the 15 decided 
unanimously in favour of Britain disarming 
completely as a lead to other countries. There 
were minorities for this viewpoint in other 
groups. 

As usual the Communists gave away and 
sold various publications outside the Con- 
ference, but this year the activities of the new 
Joint Youth Committee Against Conscription 
captured the imagination of the delegates. 

Each day they published the “ Conference 

Reporter,” with reports of the preceding 

day’s speeches and articles against conscrip- 

tion. Written by George Craddock, MP, Jan 

Dixon of the Pacifist Youth Action Group 

and Phoebe Merrick, Secretary of the Com- 

mittee and member of the Labour Party 

League of Youth. Leaflets were also dis- 

tributed. 

An anti-conscription meeting was held on 
Friday by the Committee. The speakers were 
the Rev. Ronald Redman and Ian Dixon. 
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FORECAST FOR 1956 


world political change, there is greater possibility of 


their being moved in that direction than is 
the case with nations in the West. 

On them, in the world at large, the peace- 
maker, if he is realistic, will base his hopes in 
1956. The struggle against colonialism will 
loom even larger in the coming year. Names 
unheard of will begin to appear in the news- 
papers— Oman, Somaliland, Togoland — as 
more peoples come into prominence in their 
rise to freedom. Newly-free states like Libya, 
Cambodia, Gold Coast (this year) will have 
their say. 

There will be more knocking on the doors 
of the United Nations—and more people in- 
side willing to let the newcomers in. 

Red China will knock again, and probably 
be heard this time. There may be a re-shuffle 
in the Security Council taking it out of the 
exclusive control of the big powers. 

If this happens, and the Bandung nations 
come into their own in the UN, then 1956 
will see some steadier, if not so spectacular 
strides to peace than the year just gone. 

Often the indirect way of tackling a problem 
is the best way ; not infrequently it is the only 
way. 

It begins to appear now that the only sure 
way of dealing with the deadlock between 
Russia and the West, is not through Washing- 
ton or Moscow, but via Delhi and Accra. 


NEW HOPE FOR 
THE HUNGRY 


C) FROM PAGE ONE 
born would die before they were one year old. 


“T know a village in which there has not 
been a single first birthday for any child 
during ten years: the babies have died; a 
village where to be 35 is to be a very old 
man indeed, and probably to have suffered 
many crippling diseases during that very short 
life. 


“Tf you walk down the streets, as I did some 
months ago, you are surrounded by hungry, 
ragged and naked children ; you avoid looking 
in their faces; you avoid seeing their hands 
stretched out for food, because you know that 
there is not enough food to go round. You 
see families, as I have seen them, living in 
filth and squalor with their animals, if they 
are lucky enough to have animals at all. 


“ Since we had breakfast, 2,000 people have 
died of starvation, more than 2,000 families 
have been bereaved ; there are 100 million 
hungry people throughout the world. 


But today, for the first time the man on 
the other side knows that there are others 
living happier lives, continued the speaker, he 
is in a hurry to catch up. “And mark you, a 
man with only 35 years of life is a man ina 
hurry. He is desperately anxious to learn. 
Ignorance isn’t bliss any longer.” 


Turning to the credit side of the picture, the 
speaker continued: 


“There are in the world 36 billion acres of 
land. Only one tenth is used. A large part of 
the earth’s surface is bare rock or is in the 
frozen North; there are 12,000 acres of desert 
with neither spring nor grass, there is the man- 
made destruction due to selfishness and faulty 
methods which has contributed to the poverty 
and degradation of the land. 


“But the conquest of this bad land is not 
now just a matter or research; we have 
reached the point where success is certain ; 
we have the living facts ; abundance can be 
created if enough men want it.” 

He spoke of the under-water food, at present 
less than one hundredth part of the food of 
man. 

He told how, in Ceylon, where 60,000 people 
depended on fishing for a living and where 
the catch was only half a ton per year (com- 
pared with Iceland’s 38 tons) four small motors 
had been put into four small fishing boats. 
In six months the fisherfolk had got them- 
selves out of debt, had started co-operatives 
and created a new community life. 

FROM 
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same stage in knowledge quite independently 
of each other, and had drawn the same con- 
clusions. An American had remarked “It is 
nice to know that nature is the same on both 
sides of the Iron Curtain.” 

“If only the spirit of that Atoms for Peace 
conference could get into the Assembly of the 
United Nations, then this world of ours would 

not need to fear one tiny little bit,” he 
concluded. 


I 


Jan. 6, 1956 


NEWS 


The Disarmament Myth 4 


lam not a reader of Peace News, but a friend has passed to me your New Year 
article. While appreciating your sincerity as a pacifist, | cannot but believe that to 
follow your suggestion of disarming would only have the effect of encouraging 
aggression, just as Britain's disarmament between the two world wars encouraged 


Hitler in his aggression. 


MP'HE conviction that this country dis- 

armed to a point of dangerous 
military weakness before the Second 
World War is widely held, and has been 
encouraged by successive Governments, 
determined upon an armaments race with 
the Soviet Union. 


It is true that during the long drawn out 
discussions held by disarmament commissions 
year after year, in preparation for the final dis- 
armament conference of the League of Nations 
in 1932, there was from 1930 to 1931 a truce 
to the production of armaments, agreed to by 
fifty-five nations, including Britain. 

It must be recognised, of course, that a truce 
to the making of armaments is not at all the 
same as disarmament. There was no disarma- 
ment, and the figures of Britain’s expenditure 
far from showing any reduction, show a steady 
increase from 1933 when the disarmament 
conference finally broke down with the with- 
drawal of Germany. 


Moreover, if it were true that Hitler was 
encouraged to attack in 1939 because this 
country was weak, it is exceedingly strange 
that he not only made the Munich agreement, 
thereby giving a full year’s grace for rearming 
(a respite that Chamberlain did in fact devote 
to that purpose), but allowed another whole 
year, the year of tne “ phoney” war, to elapse 
before he attacked this country. 

If it were true that we were disarmed and 
militarily weak, a Dictator who had been 
encouraged to go to war on this account 


would scarcely be expected to allow a gap of 
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many should be brought forward by so 
important a political figure as Osten Unden 
is highly important. 

It is a new reminder that the problem of a 
Third Camp of “neutral” or uncommitted 
peoples will, not dawn so long as the trend 
toward polarisation in two dominant blocs 
abtains. The problem of creating a force not 
bound to any sort of military bloc pattern Is 
bound to keep raising its head every time a 
new situation develops in the international 
scene. 

Osten Unden's article, as summarised in the 
US press, also reveals the failure to date 
of the leading Socialist parties and elements 
to work out a sound programme for meeting 
this need. 

Unden is perfectly correct in pointing out that 
the insistence of Western powers on “ free 
elections ” in Germany and on “ Germany's 
right of self-determination was something 
less than altruistic or unselfishly demo- 
cratic,” and when he opines that the West 
would not be so enthusiastic for ‘“ demo- 
cratic practices for Germany if West 
Germany might decide to align itself with 
the East!” 


Independence must be won 


But when he gives the impression that there 
may be a substantial proportion of altruism 
or something of the sort in the Soviet 
attitude on German unification and scems 
to think that the Kremlin would lend a 
ready ear to a “ reasonable’ proposal, he 
shows that he suffers under the illusion 
that unification and the status of neutrality 
are boons which the dominant powers may 
and should bestow on Germany, in other 
words, that they can conceivably bring a 
Third Camp into existence. 

It seems to me the “beginning of wisdom” 
for Socialists in this matter is the realisation 
that the essential characteristic of a Third 
Camp is independence and that indepen- 
dence, in this as:in all other instances, is 
something men and nations win, not some- 
thing bestowed on them as a Christmas 
present. 

There are indications that Mendés-France and 
French Socialist Party leader, Pierre Com- 
min, were aware of this in a debate with 
French Communist Party leader, Jacques 
Duclos, in Paris on December 27, in which 
the former rejected a United Front with 
the latter. : 

This is encouraging. 
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Land Gift appeal 


FAM on the point of launching a Bhoodan 
Appeal in connection with my book Saint 
ON THE MARCH. 

This Appeal, which has the blessing of 
Vinoba, will attempt to raise money for the 
purpose of tools and equipment needed for the 
sinking of wells in villages that have come 
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More letters appear 


EDITOR on pase five 


under Vinoba’s movement. I have already 
started such an appeal in America with the 
help of Chester Bowles—with moderately suc- 
cessful results, 

I wonder if any of your readers would be 
willing to give me secretarial assistance once 
or twice a week in the evenings from 6 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. or some comparable time? He or 
she would need to have shorthand-typing and 
to come to our Office in Central London where 
a typewriter is available. 


I would be glad to hear direct from any of 
your readers who felt able to help. 


HALLAM TENNYSON. 
Gurneys, 


Holwell, Nr, Hitchin, Herts. 


Congratulations 


HAEARTIEST congratulations to you on 
** your production of the outstandingly ex- 
cellent Christmas Number of Peace News. 
Cover and contents are splendidly effective—a 
perfect literary “ Christmas hamper.” 

Also I wish to express to Mays my keen 
appreciation of his fine cover decoration. It 
inspires, it invites, and shows the way. 

E. E. BRISCOE, 


Littlecote,, Hever, Kent. 


SYBIL MORRISOF 


—Correspondent, January 2, 1956. © 


two years while any lagging behind in # 
armaments drive was made good. : 

That Hitler may have believed Britain woe ) 
fight alongside of him against Russia is a mua 
more likely supposition than that | 
deliberately, gave us a chance to build up? a The Inte 
armaments and man the breaches (if tha 
were any) in the fortress walls. iN 

Now, my correspondent does not say Ug fp No. 1,020 Ja 
he believes it wrong to disarm, but si = 
that he believes it to be inexpedient. I ha® 
therefore, been arguing so far on grounds 
military expediency, not upon grounds of mF 
or wrong. 4) 

It is the view of pacifists that it is rig) 
morally, to disarm whatever the consequenm@) 
of such an action might be; but there sec) 
little doubt that it would also be expedient ™ 
do so. | 


* 


Great armaments must, of necessity, bé 
provocation to any great Power, and R 
undoubtedly feels itself threatened by # 
nuclear weapon arsenal built up by the Ww 
in just the same way as the West feels 1# 
menaced by the millions of Russian men un INLESS Nyasal: 
arms, and the guided missiles and atom #9 . If 
hydrogen bombs alleged to be in the ay. Biven se “BOMs 
sion of the Soviet Union. Peling pot,” warn 

So long as this rivalry in war weap Me in London o 
continues, so long will each side believe MUSP fran, Nvacalar 
other to be a potential aggressor. It was Midpe 
this reason that I suggested, in my New Y 7 
artic hat it is futile to exprct howl 7 
refrain from criticising this country, when % : ; 
much time is spent Cie the West in ‘criticisil hel” Ree United Ki 
the Soviet regime. ' MI in the ‘Central’ 

Theirs is not our system, nor is it our Wg, is £. fs he 
of living, and we do not want that system hj, i aC eal vei 
let alone that it should be imposed upon & amin ae , 
But we cannot alter the Russian system 7 oan nae ollie 
threatening the Russian people with annili®, 
tion; such provocation merely acts a$ 
excuse for propaganda against us. F 

It is not easy to believe that any natidl 
could possibly want, let alone plan, a nu t 
weapon war, but so long as the weapons # 
there, the ghastly fear remains. 

To lay down the means of warfare, 
voluntarily repudiate such means, far 
encouraging aggression, would inspire. 
instead of suspicion, induce goodwill inst? 
of illwill, and arouse hope instead of desP* 
On all counts, political or military, it sh 
be _worth-trying;on moral grounds it) iS 
only answer. 


inty and determi: 
He blamed the 1 

tion in Central 4 
ss there is mainly | 
stican paper is Eur: 
® dificult for Africa 
The Central Afr 
SG despite the 
Nean people,” Mr. 
1 is composed | 
Ages, and Southe 

fans of Nyasalai 
ed to the Fede 
-Ontract out of it 


id, 
\ eredit to Gove 


Xp, . Chirwa referrc 
ile 7 regarded as 
ederation. 

e first of these 
“Mer-racial univer 
Million from Britis 
Manding that it ¥ 
"ting planned witt 
"Md dining halls for 

Furthermore, the 

‘mment have the r 

“any African stud 

oe ne second achi 
ra breakdown 
~Pper Belt. Tt 

eserves mo cre 

Vances, he said. 
qurely to the RI 
| ms to Mr. R. L. 

in was under g 


ty 
& 


London Co-operative Society Limited 
Education Department 


SPECIAL CONFERENCE 


< on i ” 
“‘Education and your Child 
Speaker: Lady Simon of Wythenshaw® 


THE HOLBORN HALL 
Grays Inn Road, W.C.1 


Saturday, January 21 
Commencing 2.30 p.m. 


This Special Conference will examine he 
serious shortcomings in the State educatiom™, 
al service, and in particular the followin! 

The "slum" schools, overcrowded cla, 
rooms and inadequate school building?) 
conditions of teaching staffs ; provisions! 
secondary education—the ‘']] plus" ex, 
ination, the comprehensive school. *° 
intentions of the 1944 Act. 


Tickets obtainable at 6 secret isies of racial d 
ckets obtainable at 6d. each from the Education Se . 
LCS, 34, Tavistock Square, W.C.1, (Dalegetes from | the same time 


a 


an 
4 


Interested organisations will be particularly welcemed.) T Belt of Nortt 
= ned, he said, t 


a , da motion to ¢ 
Mpaieardicss of race | 
Ap elty now exists 


i) territories. 
| “Xe Telations det 


“lore Federation 
had been led ° 


Every reader will need 
HOUSMANS 


Peace Diary for 1956 


with a 24 page World Directory of pes tt, Tepresentatio 
Organisations and Periodicals, and com pihe Legislative an 
prehensive details of British Sociol | Wo Northem P 
concerned with peace, race relations, réll®: Sea Government : 
etc. Usual standard memoranda, seven O77) Bia! represents 
to the double page, green leather S| ild request.” 

binding. ws 


further stated 


. 8d. FREE ad caused “ dk 
NOW AVAILABLE 2s. 8d. PosT FREP Ruy," relations 
{all profics to Peace News) AG 8 the franch 


Yon’? 8nd Coloured: 
Ageing 14,000) 

i indigenous 
Ng icans feel that 
Mig “Class citizens i 

e blamed Britain 


& 
Ryrederal Governn 


Sent relations 
Nace Orated and thi 


ederation, | 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N: 
_————— 
A Guest writes: : | 

“The Chinese say: ‘ To leave pore 


to eat bitterness’ but they had never heé 
of DIMBOLA or FRESHWATER BAY, 1.We 


Spring holidays cheapest and pes, 
— 


| RENOUNCE WAR AND J WILL NEVO) 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 


is pledge, signed by each member, /s 
ne boctth of the Pedea Pledge Union. 


British Gov 
Mg consider 
: foster parti 

| the various 
_"t has ignore 


Send YOUR pledge to Tation with 
: ADQUARTERS Ued to 
P.P.U. HE wel | licy ‘re 


A a of 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, a toverment ha 


fh) tign 2 Proposals 


spaper. Entered as second-class ; 
Le sea say ly Boston. Mass., USA. Published He Rhoai?. employn 
Blackstock Rd., London, N.4, by Peace News Lae. oh Pip hodes la Railwa 
by Fish & Cook Ltd., The Goodwin Press (1.U- aria Post Aiifes 
Fonthill Rd., London, N.4. to ecco = 


